
FICTION                  NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Hardcover Week of 11.29.17 

It’s All Relative: Adventures Up and Down the 
World’s Family Tree, by A.J. Jacobs (Simon & 
Schuster, $27) “For anyone interested in climbing their own 
family tree, A.J. Jacobs’ It’s All Relative offers a lighthearted crash 
course into the addictive world of genealogy. Inspired by the record-
breaking get-togethers of the Lilly clan and heartened by the theory 
that we’re all related, Jacobs embarks on a quest to hold the world’s 
largest family reunion. As Jacobs juggles the mechanics of such a 
massive undertaking, he interviews well-known researchers in the 
field, discovers famous ‘cousins,’ and considers some of the ethical 
issues of diving into an ancestor’s past. An enjoyable introduction 
to genealogy and the living family tree.”  —Molly Gillespie, 
Joseph-Beth Booksellers, Cincinnati, OH

Other Indie Favorites
Mr. Dickens and His Carol: A Novel of 
Christmas Past, by Samantha Silva (Flatiron 
Books, $24.99) “Full of fantastic period detail and delightful 
prose, Mr. Dickens and His Carol is a wonderful companion to 
the enduring holiday classic A Christmas Carol. Charles Dickens, 
beleaguered by his demanding relatives and expectant children, 
is unable to find any Christmas within him to produce a holiday 
story. Fate intervenes when a mysterious woman crosses his 
path and becomes his much-needed muse, sending Dickens on a 
journey of inward reflection and reminding him not only of the 
joys of the season but how his cherished works are a gift for 
everyone who reads them.”  —Meaghan Beasley, Island 
Bookstore, Kitty Hawk, NC

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

Indies
Introduce

  1. Artemis
Andy Weir, Crown, $27

  2. Origin
Dan Brown, Doubleday, $29.95

  3. The Rooster Bar
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  4. The Midnight Line
Lee Child, Delacorte Press, $28.99

  5. Manhattan Beach
Jennifer Egan, Scribner, $27

  6. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  7. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  8. Uncommon Type
Tom Hanks, Knopf, $26.95

  9. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

10. Future Home of the Living God
Louise Erdrich, Harper, $28.99

11. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $26

12. In the Midst of Winter
Isabel Allende, Atria, $28

13. End Game
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

14. Two Kinds of Truth
Michael Connelly, Little Brown, $29

15. Oathbringer
Brandon Sanderson, Tor, $34.99

  1. Leonardo da Vinci
Walter Isaacson, S&S, $35

  2. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  3. Promise Me, Dad: A Year of Hope,  
       Hardship, and Purpose

Joe Biden, Flatiron, $27

  4. Grant
Ron Chernow, Penguin Press, $40

  5. Obama: An Intimate Portrait
Pete Souza, Little Brown, $50

  6. We Were Eight Years in Power
Ta-Nehisi Coates, One World, $28

  7. The Subtle Art of Not Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  8. Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit
Chris Matthews, S&S, $28

  9. What Happened
Hillary Rodham Clinton, S&S, $30

10. Endurance
Scott Kelly, Knopf, $29.95

11. What Unites Us: Reflections on   
       Patriotism

Dan Rather, Elliot Kirschner, Algonquin, $22.95

12. The Inner Life of Animals
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

13. Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of  
       New Orleans

Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger, Sentinel, $28

14. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

15. Smitten Kitchen Every Day
Deb Perelman, Knopf, $35



.org
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  1. Murder on the Orient Express Agatha Christie, Morrow, $9.99
  2. The Whistler John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  3. Ready Player One Ernest Cline, Broadway, $9.99
  4. The Wrong Side of Goodbye Michael Connelly, Vision, $9.99
  5. The Husband’s Secret Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $9.99
  6. The Snowman Jo Nesbø, Vintage Crime/Black Lizard, $9.99
  7. Cross the Line James Patterson, Vision, $9.99
  8. The Games James Patterson, Grand Central, $9.99
  9. Tom Clancy True Faith and Allegiance Mark Greaney,   
       Berkley, $9.99
10. Odessa Sea Clive Cussler, Dirk Cussler, Putnam, $9.99

FICTION                NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Paperback Week of 11.29.17

MASS MARKET
Another Indie Favorite
Mister Monkey: A Novel, by Francine Prose 
(Harper Perennial, $15.99) “Mister Monkey begins 
in the narrow spaces of a theater soon to be demolished for 
condos and widens as Prose shifts points of view from actor 
to costume designer to writer to waiter to Hindu deity and 
back to the stage. Adolescent rage, loneliness, divinity, the end 
of the world, the beginning of love, the way we fail to live up 
to our dreams for ourselves, the fear of our own mediocrity, 
the unexpected victories that are the grace that fills the spaces 
made by disappointment: these are the soul of this novel with 
an agile, monkey heart. Both deeply moving and light, this is one 
of my favorite novels of the year.”  —Melanie McNair, 
Malaprop’s Bookstore/Café, Asheville, NC 

  1. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

  2. The Sun and Her Flowers
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $16.99

  3. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  4. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  5. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  6. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

  7. Ready Player One
Ernest Cline, Broadway, $16

  8. Murder on the Orient Express
Agatha Christie, Morrow, $14.99

  9. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

10. Behind Closed Doors
B.A. Paris, St. Martin’s Griffin, $16.99

11. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper Perennial, $16.99

12. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $17.99

13. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $16.99

14. The Best American Short Stories   
       2017

Meg Wolitzer, Heidi Pitlor (Eds.), Mariner, $15.99

15. Paris for One and Other Stories
Jojo Moyes, Penguin, $16

  1. Being Mortal
Atul Gawande, Picador USA, $16

  2. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $16.95

  3. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  4. Being a Dog
Alexandra Horowitz, Scribner, $17

  5. The Lost City of the Monkey God
Douglas Preston, Grand Central, $15.99

  6. Thank You for Being Late
Thomas L. Friedman, Picador USA, $18

  7. Invisible Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

  8. Rogue Heroes
Ben Macintyre, Broadway, $16

  9. On Trails
Robert Moor, S&S, $16

10. The Glass Castle
Jeannette Walls, Scribner, $17

11. On Tyranny
Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

12. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

13. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

14. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

15. HBR’s Everyday Emotional Intelligence
Harvard Business School Press, $29.99

 = Debut



  1. Turtles All the Way Down
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$19.99

  2. The Book of Dust: La Belle Sauvage
Philip Pullman, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$22.99

  3. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $17.99

  4. Renegades
Marissa Meyer, Feiwel & Friends, $19.99

  5. Warcross
Marie Lu, G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young 
Readers, $18.99

  6. Everything, Everything
Nicola Yoon, Ember, $10.99

  7. The Fault in Our Stars
John Green, Speak, $12.99

  8. Salt to the Sea
Ruta Sepetys, Penguin, $10.99

  9. The Language of Thorns: Midnight  
       Tales and Dangerous Magic

Leigh Bardugo, Sara Kipin (Illus.), Imprint, $18.99

10. All the Crooked Saints
Maggie Stiefvater, Scholastic Press, $19.99

11. Dear Martin Nic Stone, Crown Books for  
        Young Readers, $17.99

12. Looking for Alaska John Green, Dutton  
        Books for Young Readers, $19.99

13. Far From the Tree
Robin Benway, HarperTeen, $17.99

14. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$12.99

15. One of Us Is Lying
Karen M. McManus, Delacorte Press, $17.99

  1. Wonder
R.J. Palacio, Knopf Books for Young Readers, $16.99

  2. A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle, Square Fish, $7.99

  3. Auggie & Me
R.J. Palacio, Knopf, $16.99

  4. All’s Faire in Middle School
Victoria Jamieson, Dial, $12.99

  5. Wishtree
Katherine Applegate, Feiwel & Friends, $16.99

  6. The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $16.95

  7. The Magic Misfits
Neil Patrick Harris, Lissy Marlin (Illus.), Little, 
Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99

  8. Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan  
       Crow

Jessica Townsend, Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, $17.99

  9. The Whiz Mob and the Grenadine Kid
Colin Meloy, Carson Ellis (Illus.), Balzer + Bray, 
$17.99

10. The War I Finally Won
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Dial, $16.99

11. Smile
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

12. The War That Saved My Life
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Puffin, $8.99

13. Drama
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

14. Sisters
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

15. 365 Days of Wonder: Mr. Browne’s  
       Precepts

R.J. Palacio, Knopf Books for Young Readers, $9.99

Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 11.29.17
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 = Debut

★

For Teen Readers 
The Epic Crush of Genie Lo, by F.C. Yee (Amulet 
Books, $18.99) “In The Epic Crush of Genie Lo, competitive 
overachiever Genie gets sucked into the world of ancient Chinese 
gods and demons, but she’d rather work on her college applications. 
But when you’ve got the strength of the most powerful weapon in the 
world and the unwanted assistance of a famous reincarnated trickster 
god, there’s no way out of super-powered temper tantrums, hordes of 
demons on the loose, and maybe even a reluctant romance. Someone 
has to save the world, and the only person up for it is Genie Lo. Totally 
badass and completely terrific.”  —Sami Thomason, Square 
Books, Oxford, MS

★

Indies
Introduce

For Ages 9 to 12 
Top Elf, by Caleb Huett (Scholastic Press, 
$16.99) “Top Elf is a fun adventure due to generous helpings of 
suspense and mystery sprinkled throughout this very Christmassy 
book set at the North Pole. The story of two elf best friends and 
the role they play in The Santa Trials has loads of heart-pounding 
action as well as actual heart. Huett has cleverly hidden tidbits of 
strong positive messages throughout this tale that young readers will 
absorb subconsciously, like supporting your friends and being kind. 
The writing is tight and the exploits seriously exciting.”  —Rachel 
Watkins, Avid Bookshop, Athens, GA

Indies
Introduce



Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 11.29.17
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CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED              CHILDREN’S SERIES

 = Debut

All Fiction Series titles are hardcover and paperback unless noted.

★

★

For Ages 4 to 8 
The Bad Seed by Jory John, Pete Oswald 
(Illus.) (HarperCollins, $17.99) “The bad seed 
is adorable. Does he know this? No. This is the story of a 
sunflower seed from very ordinary circumstances who has a 
very bad thing happen to him. After this trauma, he feels bad, acts 
bad, and cares even less. Eventually, after considering the things 
that others say about his behavior (he has great hearing for a 
seed), he decides to try to change things a bit. Not entirely, just 
a bit. And these manageable changes give him something to be 
proud of. Good on you, little seed.”  —Lauren Dalhaus, 
Watermark Books, Wichita, KS

  1. Here We Are: Notes for Living on  
       Planet Earth Oliver Jeffers, Philomel, $18.99

  2. Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown,  
        Clement Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99

  3. She Persisted: 13 American Women  
       Who Changed the World Chelsea Clinton,  
        Alexandra Boiger (Illus.), Philomel, $17.99

  4. Llama Llama Holiday Drama Anna   
        Dewdney, Viking Books for Young Readers, $9.99

  5. Dragons Love Tacos
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $16.99

  6. The Polar Express: 30th Anniversary  
       Edition Chris Van Allsburg, HMH Books for  
         Young Readers, $19.99

  7. How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Dr. Seuss, Random House, $16.99

  8. Little Blue Truck’s Christmas
Alice Schertle, Jill McElmurry (Illus.), HMH Books 
for Young Readers, $14.99

  9. Good Day, Good Night Margaret Wise  
        Brown, Loren Long (Illus.), Harper, $18.99

10. Red and Lulu
Matt Tavares, Candlewick, $17.99

11. Uni the Unicorn and the Dream Come  
       True

Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Brigette Barrager (Illus.), 
Random House (BYR), $17.99

12. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy   
       Evening

Robert Frost, Susan Jeffers (Illus.), Dutton, $16.99

13. The Snowy Day
Ezra Jack Keats, Viking Children’s Books, $19.99

14. The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Eric Carle, Putnam, $10.99

15. Dragons Love Tacos 2: The Sequel
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $18.99

  1. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (hardcover)
Jeff Kinney, Amulet

  2. Harry Potter
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books

  3. Elephant & Piggie (hardcover)
Mo Willems, Hyperion

  4. Dog Man (hardcover)
Dav Pilkey, Graphix

  5. Magic Tree House
Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), Random 
House

  6. Dork Diaries
Rachel Renee Russell, Aladdin

  7. Captain Underpants
Dav Pilkey, Scholastic

  8. The Land of Stories
Chris Colfer, Little Brown 

  9. Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard  
       (hardcover)

Rick Riordan, Hyperion

10. I Survived
Lauren Tarshis, Scholastic
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HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Fiction Week of 11.29.17

  1. Artemis
Andy Weir, Crown, $27

  2. Origin
Dan Brown, Doubleday, $29.95

  3. The Rooster Bar
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  4. The Midnight Line
Lee Child, Delacorte Press, $28.99

  5. Manhattan Beach
Jennifer Egan, Scribner, $27

  6. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  7. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  8. Uncommon Type
Tom Hanks, Knopf, $26.95

  9. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

10. Future Home of the Living God
Louise Erdrich, Harper, $28.99

11. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $26

12. In the Midst of Winter
Isabel Allende, Atria, $28

13. End Game
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

14. Two Kinds of Truth
Michael Connelly, Little Brown, $29

15. Oathbringer
Brandon Sanderson, Tor, $34.99

  1. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

  2. The Sun and Her Flowers
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $16.99

  3. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  4. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  5. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  6. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

  7. Ready Player One
Ernest Cline, Broadway, $16

  8. Murder on the Orient Express
Agatha Christie, Morrow, $14.99

  9. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

10. Behind Closed Doors
B.A. Paris, St. Martin’s Griffin, $16.99

11. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper Perennial, $16.99

12. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $17.99

13. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $16.99

14. The Best American Short Stories   
       2017

Meg Wolitzer, Heidi Pitlor (Eds.), Mariner, $15.99

15. Paris for One and Other Stories
Jojo Moyes, Penguin, $16



  1. Being Mortal
Atul Gawande, Picador USA, $16

  2. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $16.95

  3. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  4. Being a Dog
Alexandra Horowitz, Scribner, $17

  5. The Lost City of the Monkey God
Douglas Preston, Grand Central, $15.99

  6. Thank You for Being Late
Thomas L. Friedman, Picador USA, $18

  7. Invisible Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

  8. Rogue Heroes
Ben Macintyre, Broadway, $16

  9. On Trails
Robert Moor, S&S, $16

10. The Glass Castle
Jeannette Walls, Scribner, $17

11. On Tyranny
Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

12. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

13. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
      Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

14. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

15. HBR’s Everyday Emotional Intelligence
Harvard Business School Press, $29.99
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HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Nonfiction Week of 11.29.17

 = Debut

  1. Leonardo da Vinci
Walter Isaacson, S&S, $35

  2. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  3. Promise Me, Dad: A Year of Hope,  
       Hardship, and Purpose

Joe Biden, Flatiron, $27

  4. Grant
Ron Chernow, Penguin Press, $40

  5. Obama: An Intimate Portrait
Pete Souza, Little Brown, $50

  6. We Were Eight Years in Power
Ta-Nehisi Coates, One World, $28

  7. The Subtle Art of Not Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  8. Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit
Chris Matthews, S&S, $28

  9. What Happened
Hillary Rodham Clinton, S&S, $30

10. Endurance
Scott Kelly, Knopf, $29.95

11. What Unites Us: Reflections on   
       Patriotism

Dan Rather, Elliot Kirschner, Algonquin, $22.95

12. The Inner Life of Animals
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

13. Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of  
       New Orleans

Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger, Sentinel, $28

14. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

15. Smitten Kitchen Every Day
Deb Perelman, Knopf, $35


