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A Discovery of Witches
A Novel, by Deborah Harkness
”I lost a good deal of sleep turning the pages of this tale of adventure, suspense, and 
romance. Ride along with this witch-in-denial and her guardian vampire prince as 
she struggles to reclaim her legacy and avoid the terrible fate visited earlier upon her 
family. The author did her homework and the history rings as true as the passion. I 
can’t wait for the sequel!”

—Annie Leonard, The Next Chapter, Knoxville, IA

Ghost Light
A Novel, by Joseph O’Connor
”Occasionally, a novel will come along that breaks the bounds between fact and fiction, 
romance and reality, to create a story so insightful and true that the scenes come to life 
before your eyes. Ghost Light is the fictionalized account of the famed Irish playwright 
J.M. Synge and his lover, the actress Maire O’Neill. Alternating with the Dublin 
tableaux is the tale of Maire’s later life as a poverty-stricken alcoholic in 1952 London, 
where she haunted by the memories of both her days with Synge and her 
acting career, and struggling to make her way, day by day. Bravo!”

—Carl Hoffman, Boswell Book Company, Milwaukee, WI

The Death Instinct
A Novel, by Jed Rubenfeld
“The Death Instinct is a riveting descent into a forgotten piece of history—the 
bombing of Wall Street in 1920—an event that has eerie parallels to the present day. 
Younger and Littlemore, who are essentially a deeper, more layered Holmes and a 
less passive, more involved Watson, dive headfirst into a thrilling conspiracy set in 
the ruins of the First World War. Rubenfeld has concocted a fast-paced, breathtaking 
thriller that knows just when to pause for a quiet moment of lyrical 
contemplation and when to ratchet up its tension to dizzying heights.”

—Drew Williams, Little Professor Book Center, Homewood, AL
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Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother
by Amy Chua
“Yale Law professor and history scholar Chua bravely and honestly relates her 
experiences in raising two daughters. Her ‘Chinese parenting’ approach presents a 
challenge for readers to understand how her unconditional love can translate into 
‘foreign’ parental strategies that, impose stringent strictures on her children’s development. 
Their accomplishments in violin, piano, and academics strongly argue for the effectiveness 
of her method, although the pitfalls of the approach manifest themselves, and the difficult 
process of reevaluation results in a provocative and instructive work.”

—Ed Conklin, Chaucer’s Books, Santa Barbara, CA
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The Janus Stone
A Ruth Galloway Mystery, by Elly Griffiths
”Forensic anthropologist Ruth Galloway discovers ominous links to ancient sacrificial 
rites when a child’s headless skeleton turns up in the foundation of an old house. 
Detective Chief Inspector Harry Nelson, the married father of Galloway’s unborn 
child, becomes the investigating officer, and the murderer sees a chance for 
blackmail. I look forward to reading more in this series!”

—Carol Schneck, Schuler Books & Music, Okemos, MI

The Other Life
A Novel, by Ellen Meister
“Quinn’s artistic mother took her own life, leaving Quinn wondering why. To help her 
cope on this journey, Quinn has the ability to travel between two parallel worlds via 
hidden portals. One world is a safe, suburban life with her husband, Lewis, and their 
young son Isaac on Long Island, albeit a world filled with the reality of her mother’s 
death. The other is a dramatic life in New York City with neurotic Eugene, a life in 
which her mother is still very much alive. The premise of these portals 
may seem strange, but Meister makes it work and does it very well.”

—Annie Philbrick, Bank Square Books, Mystic, CT

Little Princes
One Man’s Promise to Bring Home the Lost Children of Nepal,
by Conor Grennan
”Grennan takes a year off from his job with the EastWest Institute and volunteers for 
three months in a Nepalese orphanage. He is captivated by his lively and affectionate 
young charges, but the story grows darker as he learns more about the for-profit 
traffic in young children stolen from their families and villages. Grennan vows to 
return to help reunite the children with their families, and the story of his 
fulfillment of that quest is powerful and moving.”

—Sarah Goddin, Quail Ridge Books, Raleigh, NC

A Lonely Death
An Inspector Ian Rutledge Mystery, by Charles Todd
”Charles Todd has penned another mystery masterpiece! Ian Rutledge is determined to 
find the killer who is garroting soldiers from Eastfield Company who survived the 
Great War. With the voice of Hamish, a dead soldier, constantly in his head, Inspector 
Rutledge wades through the red herrings and mistaken directions of the villagers. 
Along the way, we are reminded of the horrors and lasting effects of war while 
rooting for Ian to find love and happiness despite his fragile mental state.”

—Kathy Wales, Martha’s Bookstore, Balboa Island, CA
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The Terror of Living
A Novel, by Urban Waite
”Taut, fast paced, and gripping, this is a real page turner. Phil keeps his horse farm afloat 
by guiding the occasional illicit shipment across the border in the rugged North 
Cascades. He knows the land like the back of his hand, and with a quick ride over the 
mountain pass he is solvent again for a while. But this time they sent him a courier who is 
nothing but trouble. Bobby Drake is a lawman with a family history—his father made a 
few extra dollars just like Phil. Bobby is trying to live it down, doing a good 
job of catching the bad guys. The paths of these two cross violently on a trip 
gone horribly wrong in this outstanding debut.”
—Deon Stonehouse, Sunriver Books, Sunriver, OR

You Know When the Men Are Gone
by Siobhan Fallon
“Surprising, get-under-your-skin characters populate the spare landscape of Fort 
Hood, Texas, in this collection of linked stories that will have a compelling effect on 
even the most skeptical reader. Fallon opens a window into military base life from 
the perspective of the quiet supporters—spouses, children and injured vets—who 
stay home when the men deploy. A riveting debut!.”

—Nicole Magistro, The Bookworm of Edwards, Edwards, CO
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