
Fiction 
American Music
A Novel, by Jane Mendelsohn
(Knopf, $23.95, 9780307272669)

“Winding through several generations and told in a unique 
and enchanting style, this is a mesmerizing and mysterious 
love story. In 2005, a war veteran and his physical 
therapist realize that together they have the ability to see 
into her past. As the stories unfold, the two share a tender 
but peculiar relationship, until their own tale comes to a 

surprising end. American Music is a beautiful, exquisitely crafted puzzle, the 
pieces of which come together to remind us that we are more connected to 
our past and our future than we realize.”

—Kaley Degousey, R.J. Julia Booksellers, Madison, CT

Anthropology of an 
American Girl
A Novel, by Hilary Thayer Hamann
(Spiegel & Grau, $26, 9780385527149)

“This book was engaging from the very first page, and 
demanded my attention throughout.  This is a work that 
truly touched me, and I cannot recommend it more highly.  
It will change the way you look at life.  The characters feel 

like family, and it was hard to leave them as I turned the last page. As soon as 
I finished, I wanted to read it again!”
                     —Hillary Smith, Copperfield’s Books, Sebastopol, CA

 Beautiful Maria of My Soul
A Novel, by Oscar Hijuelos
(Hyperion, $25.99, 9781401323349)

“With sizzle and passion Oscar Hijuelos lures his readers 
into recapturing the romance of pre-revolutionary Havana, 
once called the ‘Paris of the Caribbean,’ in his earlier book 
The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love. Maria was 
Nestor’s torment and inspiration in that Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, and now she recounts her breathtaking 

story to her daughter, Teresa. Filled with intensity, longing, love and betrayal, 
this new work brings to life a vibrant, bygone era in Cuban culture.”

—Scott Fultz, Next Chapter Bookshop, Mequon, WI

Brains
A Zombie Memoir, by Robin Becker
(Eos, $13.99, paper, 9780061974052)

“This is a thinking man’s zombie novel, filled with more 
literary and pop culture allusions than you can shake a 
dismembered arm at. All the zombie fun and only half the 
guilt, but plenty of guilty pleasure!”

—Bob Brill, Horizon Books, Petoskey, MI

Captivity
by Deborah Noyes
(Unbridled Books, $25.95, 9781936071630)

“Beautifully written, with frequent surprises in plot and 
character,  this novel tells the story of two women meeting 
at the crux of their untenable, yet inescapable, paths.  
Noyes reminds us of the importance of pure feelings, 
regardless of their soiled context, and the reader becomes 
grateful for the reminder.”

—Jenn Northington, breathe books, Baltimore, MD

The Girl Who Kicked the 
Hornet’s Nest
A Novel by Stieg Larsson
(Knopf, $26.95, 9780307269997)

“Slam dunk! In the riveting conclusion to the Millenium 
trilogy, Larsson ties up all loose ends, and engages our 
hearts and minds through the characters of Lisbeth 
Salander and Mikael Blomkvist.”

—Jennie Turner-Collins, Joseph-Beth Booksellers, Cincinnati, OH

Leaving Rock Harbor
A Novel, by Rebecca Chace
(Scribner, $25, 9781439141304)

“Tightly written, this is a novel full of love, rich New England 
history, and a vivid description of New England mill town’s 
economic troubles in the wake of World War I. Frankie Ross, 
an independent, stubborn young woman tells us her story 
of loving two men, one of wealthy, upper middle class 
privilege and the other a Portuguese mill worker.  An 

engaging read, and not just for New Englanders!” 
 —Annie Philbrick, Bank Square Books, Mystic, CT

The Outside Boy
A Novel, by Jeanine Cummins
(NAL Trade, $15, paper, 9780451229489)

“It is 1959 and young Christy Hurley is an Irish pavee or 
traveller. Upon his grandfather’s death, Christy’s 
grandmother is determined to have the young boy make his 
holy communion even though it will mean staying in one 
place for more than a few days, and enrolling in school. As 

Christy tells us his story, we learn that the love a father can have for a son 
transcends all boundaries, including poverty.”

—Anne Holman, The King’s English, Salt Lake City, UT

The Summer We Read Gatsby
A Novel, by Danielle Ganek
(Viking, $25.95, 9780670021789)

“Cassie and Peck are sisters, not that it would be apparent 
to anyone. Cassie was raised in Switzerland, growing up to 
be a journalist with a studious streak.  Peck was raised in 
New York, growing up to be an actress thirsty for the 
limelight.  They couldn’t be more different. Their one 

common thread was Aunt Lydia and summers in her home in Southampton.  
Lydia’s death has brought the girls together for one last summer, as her will 
left them the house in Southampton with the stipulation they spend the 
summer together. This is a perfect summer read, sprinkled liberally with 
delicious literary allusions.”

—Deon Stonehouse, Sunriver Books, Sunriver, OR

Wildlives
A Novel, by Monique Proulx, David Homel 
and Fred A. Reed (trans.)
(Douglas & McIntyre, $16.95, paper, 9781553654094)

“I was taken with this story within the first few pages. 
Reminiscent of the works of Barbara Kingsolver, Proulx 
artfully weaves the natural life of the Canadian Laurentians 
into the lives of her disparate characters. The result is a rich 

tapestry of story and setting that I won’t soon forget.”
  —Josette King, Books Inc., San Francisco, CA
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Critical Care
A New Nurse Faces Death, Life, and 
Everything in Between, by Theresa Brown
(Harper Studio, $19.99, 9780061791550)

“While the entire country has opinions on health care, very 
few people speak about it with the voice of Theresa Brown in 
Critical Care. In an honest and comforting tone, Brown 
showcases the front lines from her new role as a nurse. 
Vignettes both humorous and humbling fill this book, and the 

reader is left with an appreciation for the people who truly understand the 
difference between life and death.”

 —Geoffrey B. Jennings, Rainy Day Books, Fairway, KS

Hitch-22
A Memoir, by Christopher Hitchens
(Twelve, $26.99, 9780446540339)

“The most erudite and astute political and social 
commentator of this era has written a memoir that not only 
gives the reader a view of the man behind the words but also 
a perceptive look at society over the past decades. Hitchens 
fascinates the reader with the life he has lived and observed 

and, as always, relates his story with precision and consideration.”
—Bill Cusumano, Nicola’s Books, Ann Arbor, MI

One More Theory About 
Happiness
A Memoir, by Paul Guest
(Ecco, $21.99, 9780061685170)

“Paul Guest’s stunning memoir recounts ‘the rehearsal of the 
flesh’ that has been his life since an accident at age 12 left 
him paralyzed from the neck down. Rather than a tale of 
trauma and recovery, this is a love story, recounting the 

author’s tumultuous romance with his body as he relearns its limits and 
possibilities and surrenders it to the people he loves. The author of three books of 
poetry, Guest’s talent for lyricism shines through in this smooth-flowing, 
inspirational narrative.”
                    —Stephanie Walker, Boulder Book Store, Boulder, CO

Where We Going, Daddy?
Life with Two Sons Unlike Any Other, by 
Jean-Louis Fournier
(Other Press, $12, paper, 9781590513385)

“This charming, bittersweet and thought-provoking memoir of 
the author’s life with two handicapped sons is exquisitely 
wrought and strikingly honest. Highly recommended!”

—Carol Schneck, Schuler Books & Music, Okemos, MI

Where’s My Wand?
One Boy’s Magical Triumph Over Alienation 
and Shag Carpeting, by Eric Poole
(Amy Einhorn Books/Putnam, $24.95, 9780399156557)

“Eric Poole casts a magical spell with his coming-of-age 
memoir complete with a neurotic mother, rampant bullying, 
and an on-again, off-again relationship with God. In turns both 
endearing and hysterical, Poole is sure to charm.”

—Meaghan Beasley, Island Bookstore, Corolla, NC

MYStERY/SUSPEnSE 
Blood Oath
by Christopher Farnsworth
(Putnam, $24.95, 9780399156359)

“Vampire fans, rejoice! Blood Oath is a stunning return to 
classic vampire fiction, with no mopey incubi to be found in 
this spine-chilling story. Zach Barrows, a lively young White 
House staff member, is assigned to Nathaniel Cade, a 
vampire sworn to protect the President. Trouble soon besets 

the duo, setting off one of the most thrilling narratives fantasy has to offer.”
—Alex Baer, The River’s End Bookstore, Oswego, NY

Case Closed
A Novel, by Patrik Ourednik, Alex Zucker 
(trans.)
(Dalkey Archive Press, $13.95, paper, 9781564785770)

“The Dalkey Archive strikes again with this translation of 
Ourednik’s novel. A satirical look at human nature and the 
dangers of language itself, this book has a fascinating mix of 
genre and wordplay which makes for a ripping fun read.”

—Kevin Keyser, Books & Books, Bal Harbour, FL

A Stranger in the Family
A Novel of Suspense, by Robert Barnard
(Scribner, $24, 9781439176740)

“In this latest from mystery master Barnard, a young man 
has been told that he is adopted.  However, in his adoptive 
mother’s dying days he discovers both the name of his birth 
mother and the fact that he was not given up for adoption, 
but rather had been stolen when he was 3 years old.  Vague 

memories begin to surface as he searches for his birth family and for the reason 
and circumstance of his abduction. To borrow a phrase from across the pond, it’s 
‘Brilliant!’”

—Jackie Blem, Tattered Cover Bookstore, Denver, CO

Strip
A Novel, by Thomas Perry
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $26, 9780151015221)

“Here is a nifty thriller about an aging strip club owner in LA 
--- actually a kind of gangster with a little empire --- who goes 
after a stick-up guy (the wrong one) while the actual crook 
and his girl friend seriously miscalculate. All the trademark 
Perry wit and pace drive another winner from this Edgar-
winning author.”

—Barbara Peters, The Poisoned Pen, Scottsdale, AZ
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